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Songs of the Puritans

From the Preface

IF therefore the verses are not alwayes so snooth and el egant as
some may desire or expect; let themconsider that Gods Altar needs not
our pollishings: Ex. 20. for wee have respected rather a plaine
translation, then to snoboth our verses with the sweetnes of any
par aphrase, and soe have attended Consci ence rather then
El egance, fidelity rather then poetry, in translating the hebrew
words into english | anguage, and Davids poetry into english neetre;
that soe we may sing in Sion the Lords songs of prayse according to
his owne will; untill hee take us from hence, and w pe
away all our teares, & bid us enter into our masters ioye to sing
eternall Hall el uiahs.

Psal me XVil|

To the chiefe Misician, a psalne of David, the servant of the Lord,
who spake the words of this Song, In the day that the Lord
delivered himfromthe hands of all his enemes, & fromthe hand of
Saul e. and hee Sayde,

IL'e dearely |l ove thee, Lord, my strength:
The Lord is nmy rock, and ny tow e,

and ny deliverer, nmy Cod,

["le trust in himwho is nmy powe,

My shield, & ny sal vationes-horne

3 nmy high-fort; Wio is prayse worthy,
| on the Lord will call, so shal
| bee kept from m ne enenye.

4 Deat hs sorrowes nee enconpassed
mee fear'd the fl oods of ungodlie,

5 Hel | s pangs beset ne round about,
the snares of death prevented nee.

6 | inny steights, cal'd on the Lord,
and to ny God cry'd: he did heare
fromhis tenple ny voyce, ny crye
before himcanme, unto his eare

7 Then th' earth shooke, & quak't, & noutaines
roots nmov'd, & were stird at his ire,
8 Up fromhis nostrils went a snoak,

and fromhis nmouth devouring fire:
By it the coal es inkindled were.

9 Li kewi se the heavens he downe-bow d,
and he descended, & there was
under his feet a gloony cloud.

10 And he on cherub rode, and flew,



yea he flew on the wi ngs of w nde.

11 H s secret place hee darknes nade
his covert that himround confinde,
Dark waters, & thick clouds of skies.

12 From bri ghtness, that before hi mwas,
his thickened clouds did passe away,
hayl - stones and coal es of fire did passe.

13 Also | ehovah thundered,
wi thin the heavens, the nost high
i kewi se his angry-voyce did give
hayl - stones, and coales of fire did fly.

14 Yea he did out his arrows send,
and bruising he them scattered,
and |ightnings hee did nmultiplywazzu ,
i kewi se he themdisconfited.

15 The wat ers channel s then were seene,
and the foundations of the world
appear'd; at thy rebuke, at bl ast,
of the breath of thy nostrils Lord.

Psal me Xl X
To the chiefe Misician a psal me of David

THE heavens doe decl are
the maj esty of Cod:
also the firmanent shews forth
hi s handy-wor k abroad.
2 Day speaks to day, know edge
ni ght hath to night declar'd,
3 There neither speach nor |anguage is,
where their voyce is not heard.
4 Through all the earth their line
wazzu is gone forth, & unto
the utnost of all the world,
t heir speaches reach al so:
A Taber nacl e hee
in thempitcht for the Sun
5 VWho Bridegroomlike from s chanber goes
glad G ants-race to run
6 From heavens utnost end,
hi s course and conpassi ng;
to ends of it, & fromthe heat
thereof is hid nothing.

Psal me XX I
A psal me of David

THE earth |ehovahs is,
and the ful nesse of it:
the habitable world, & they
that there upon doe sit.
2 Because upon the seas,
hee hath it firmy |ayd:



10

and it upon the water-floods end
nmost sollidly hath stayd.
The nount ai ne of the Lord,
who shall thereto ascend?
and in his place of holynes,
who is it that shall stand?
The cl eane in hands, & pure
in heart; to vanity
who hath not lifted up his soule,
nor sworne deceitfully.
From God he shall receive
a benedi cti on,
and ri ghteousnes fromthe strong- God
of his salvation.
This is the progenie
of themthat seek thy face:
of themthat doe inquire for him
of lacob '"tis the race. Sel ah
Yee gates lift-up your heads,
and doors everl asti ng,
be yee lift up: & there into
shal | cone the gl orious-King.
Who is this glorious King?
| ehovah, pui ssant,
and valiant, |ehovah is
in battel valiant.
Yee gates lift-up your heads,
and doors everl asti ng,
doe yee lift-up: & there into
shal | cone the gl orious-King.
VWho is this glorious-King?
loe, it is Iehovah
of warlike arm es, hee the King
of glory is; Sel ah.

Psal me XX X
A psal me of David

UNTO t he Lord doe yee ascribe
(o Sonnes of the m ghty)
unto the Lord doe yee ascribe
gl ory & potency.
Unto the Lord doe yee ascribe
hi s names gl ori ous renowne,
in beauty of his holynes
unto the Lord bow downe.
The Mass nighty voyce of |ehovah
upon the waters is:
the God of glory thundereth,
God on great waters is.
| ebovahs voyce is powerfull,
CGods voyce is glorious,
CGods voyce breaks Cedars: yea God breaks
Cedars of Lebanus.
He makes themlike a calfe to skip:
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t he nmount ai ne Lebanon

and like to a young Uni corne
the hill of Syrion.

Gods voyce divides the flames of fire
| ehovahs voyce doth make

the desart shake: the Lord doth cause
t he Cadesh-desart shake.

The Lords voyce nakes the hindes to cal ve,
and makes the forrest bare:

and in his tenple every one
his glory doth decl are.

The Lord sate on the flouds: the Lord
for ever sits as King.

God to his folk gives strength: the Lord
his folk with peace bl essing.

Psal me XLVI

To the chief nusician, for the sonnes

of Korah, a song upon Al enoth

GOD is our refuge, strength, & help
in troubles very neere.

Therefore we will not be afrayd,
though th' earth renoved were.
Though nount ai nes nove to m dst of seas

Though wat ers roaring nmake
and troubl ed be, at whose swellings
al t hough t he nount ai nes shake. Sel ah
There is a river streanes whereof
shall rejoyce Gods city:
the holy place the tent wherin
abi deth the nost high.
God is within the mdst of her,
noved shee shall not bee:
God shall be unto her an hel p,
in the norning early.
The nati ons made tunul t uous noyse,
t he ki ngdones noved were:
he did give forth his thundering voyce
the earth did nelt with feare.
The God of Armies is with us

th' eternall |ehovah:
the God of lacob is for us
a refuge high. Sel ah

O cone yee forth behold the works
whi ch | ehovah hat h wrought,

the fearfull desol ations,
whi ch on the earth he brought.

Unto the utnost ends of th' earth
warres into peace hee turnes:

the speare he cuts, the bowe he breaks,
in fire the chariots burnes.

Be still, & know that | am Cod,
exalted be will |

anong the heathen: through the earth



I'"le be exalted hye.
The God of arnyes is with us,

th' eternall |ehovah
the God of |lacob is for us
a refuge high. Sel ah
Psal me LXI |

A psal me of David, when he was
in the wilderness of |udah

O GO, thou art ny CGod, early
I will for thee inquire:

nmy soule, thirsteth for thee, ny flesh
for thee hath strong desire,

In land whereas no water is
that thirsty is & dry.

To see, as | saw in thine house
thy strength & thy glory.

Because thy | oving kindenes doth
abundant |y excel

ev'n life it selfe: wherefore ny lips
forth shall thy prayses tell.

Thus will | blessing give to thee
whilst that alive aml:
and in thy name | will lift up

t hese hands of m ne on high

My soule as with marrow & fat
shal | satisfied bee:

my mouth also with joyfull lips
shal | prayse give unto thee.

When as that | renenbrance have
of thee nmy bed upon

and on thee in the night watches
have neditation.

Because that thou hast been to ne
he that to me hel p brings;

therefore will | sing joyfully.
i n shaddow of thy w ngs.

My soul e out of an ardent |ove
doth follow after thee

also thy right hand it is that
whi ch hat h uphol den nee.

But as for those that seek ny soul e
to bring it to an end,

they shall into the | ower parts
of the earth downe descend.

By the hand of the sword al so
they shall be nade to fall:

and they be for a portion
unto the Foxes shall.

But the King shall rejoyce in God,
all that by himdoe sweare

shal |l glory, but stopped shall be
their nouths that lyars are.

THE END



