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AN ANECDOTE COF DOCTOR FRANKLI N

by Thomas Jefferson

WHEN t he Decl arati on of |ndependence was under the
consi deration of Congress, there were two or three unlucky
expressions in it which gave offence to sone nenbers. The word
"Scotch and other foreign auxiliaries" excited the ire of a
gentl eman or two of that country. Severe strictures on the conduct
of the British King, in negotiating our repeated repeals of the |aw
which permtted the inportation of slaves, were di sapproved by sone
Sout hern gent| emren, whose refl ections were not yet matured to the
full abhorrence of that traffic. Al though the of fensive expressions
were imredi ately yi el ded, these gentlemen continued their
depredations on other parts of the instrunment. | was sitting by Dr.
Franklin, who perceived that | was not insensible to these nutil a-
tions. "I have nmade it a rule,"” said he, "whenever in ny power, to
avoi d becom ng the draughtsman of papers to be reviewed by a public
body. | took ny lesson froman incident which I will relate to you.
VWhen | was a journeyman printer, one of ny conpani ons, an
apprentice hatter, having served out his tinme, was about to open
shop for hinmself. H's first concern was to have a handsone sign-
board, with a proper inscription. He conposed it in these words,
"John Thonpson, Hatter, makes and sells hats for ready noney,' with
a figure of a hat subjoined; but he thought he would submit it to
his friends for their anendnments. The first he showed it to thought
the word 'Hatter' tautol ogous, because followed by the words ' nakes
hats,' which show he was a hatter. It was struck out. The next
observed that the word 'nmakes' mght as well be omtted, because
his customers would not care who nmade the hats. If good and to
their mnd, they would buy, by whonsoever nade. He struck it out.
A third said he thought the words 'for ready noney' were usel ess as
it was not the customof the place to sell on credit. Every one who
purchased expected to pay. They were parted with, and the
i nscription now stood, 'John Thonpson sells hats.' 'Sells hats,’
says his next friend! Wiy nobody will expect you to give them away,
what then is the use of that word? It was stricken out, and 'hats
followed it, the rather as there was one painted on the board. So
the inscription was reduced ultimately to 'John Thonpson' with the
figure of a hat subjoined.™

THE END



