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Introduction
INTRODUCTION
This is a collection of transcriptions of physical documents housed in
the U.S. National Archives, Washington D.C. These documents attest to
the foundation, growth and preservation of our democracy. They span
almost two-hundred years of the history of our country from its conception through to mid-twentieth-century. The selection of documents is a
sampling of important agreements, legislation, resolutions, speeches,
and treaties, some prosaic in wording, others written with great eloquence. All of them are important to what our nation now is.
For one-hundred-fifty years, the original documents were not housed in
a dedicated archive. Important government documents were lost due to
fires and neglect. In 1926, Congress approved the establishment of the
National Archives Building. In the last months of 1935, staff members
began moving into an uncompleted building. In the late 1960s, the building’s storage capacity of 900,000 cubic feet was full. In 1993, a second National Archives building was completed in College Park, Maryland.
When built, its 1.8 million square was the most modern archives facility
in the world.
“The development of the U.S. archival profession and timeline for the
National Archives:
1800 Fires damaged records of the War Office and the Treasury Department from 1800-1801
1861-1865 Number of federal records surged and the Government grew
during Civil War
1877 Fire destroyed top floor of Patent Office Building and led General
Meigs to propose a fireproof Hall of Records
1884 American Historical Association (AHA) was founded in 1884. The
AHA focused on the development of standardized systems of archival
organization
1895 As a result of his study of European archives, J. Franklin Jamison
submitted a program to the AHA for the systematic collection and selective publication
of American historical source materials. The AHA established the Historical Manuscripts Commission and appointed Jamison as its chairman.
Jamison was also the founding editor of the American Historical Review
1898 Plans for a “hall of records” sent to Congress; no funds were

3

appropriated
1899 The Public Archives Commission was established in 1899 as a result
of the Historical Manuscripts Commission’s emphasis on the difference
between private papers and public archives; the Commission surveyed
state archives in the years between 1900 and 1917
1899 Legislation allowed agencies to submit to Congress lists of records
recommended for disposal
1904 The publication of the Guide to the Archives of the Government of
the United States in Washington by the Public Archives Commission in
1904 was important to the development of the federal archives movement
1908 Nine eminent historians named to a committee on documentary
historical publications to report a plan to guide the government in future
publications of that sort. The committee recommended the erection of a
national archives building and the creation of permanent Commission on
National Historical Publications
1909 Conference of Archivists organized to work for the establishment of
new archives and the improvement of existing ones
1910 American Historical Association went on record in support of a national archives
1911 Fire in New York State Capitol destroyed much of New York state’s
archives
1912 President Taft raised the need for a national archives with Congress
1921 Commerce Department fire destroyed census records of 1890
1926 $1,000,000 was fully appropriated for a national archives building
1930 President Hoover appointed Advisory Committee for the National
Archives to draw up specifications to guide an architect
1930 John Russell Pope selected as architect for the archives building
1931 On September 9, 1931, ground was broken for the archives building
in Washington, DC
1933 On February 20, 1933, President Herbert Hoover laid the cornerstone for the National Archives building
1934 On June 19, 1934, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the National Archives Act creating the National Archives as an independent
agency (48 Stat. 1122) and creating the National Historical Publications
Commission (NHPC)
1934 R.D.W. Connor became the 1st Archivist of the United States
1935 National Historical Publications Commission meets for the first
time on January 29, 1935 in the temporary office of Archivist Connor in
the Justice building
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1935 First staff moves into the uncompleted National Archives building
in November, 1935
1935 The Federal Register Act was approved to provide a National
Archives publications function
1935 Historical Records Survey (HRS) was organized in 1935 as part of
the Work Projects Administration’s (WPA) Federal Writers’ Project, to
document resources for research in U.S. history. The HRS was terminated in 1942
1936 Survey of Federal Archives (SFA), a Work Projects Administration’s
(WPA) project, was organized in January 1936 with the National
Archives as cooperating sponsor. It became part of the HRS in 1937 and
was terminated on June 30, 1942
1936 The Society of American Archivists (SAA) was founded in December 1936
1936 Murals by Barry Faulkner installed on walls of rotunda
1937 Extension to National Archives building completed June 1937
1937 The first annual meeting of the SAA was held in Washington, DC,
on June 18-19, 1937
1938 SAA’s journal, the American Archivist, was first published in January 1938
1939 Franklin D. Roosevelt Library was made the first Presidential
archival depository, the first of the presidential libraries now comprising
the Presidential Library system
1941 Solon Buck became the 2nd Archivist of the United States
1941 The first Code of Federal Regulations was produced as the government’s central publication point for laws
1941 R.D.W. Connor, 1st Archivist of the United States from 1934-1941,
becomes President of the SAA on October 6, 1941; he maintains that office until November 15, 1943
1948 Wayne Grover named the 3rd Archivist of the United States
1949 On June 30, 1949, the Federal Property and Administrative Services
Act transferred the National Archives to the General Services Administration (GSA). Because the agency had gained new responsibilities for
current records, its name was changed to National Archives and Records
Services (NARS)
1949 Federal Property and Administrative Services Act (63 Stat. 378 Sec.
104) transferred the National Archives to the newly-created General Services Agency. The name was changed to the National Archives and Records Service (NARS) to reflect its responsibility for current records as
well as archives. The Federal Records Act of 1950 clarified this records
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responsibility
1950 The Federal Records Act of 1950 further expanded the records management role of NARS; NARS began establishing a series of records centers to store semi-active federal records
1952 On December 13, Declaration of Independence and the Constitution
were transferred from the Library of Congress to the exhibit hall of the
National Archives building. See Milt Gustafson’s feature article titled
“Moving the Charters of Freedom”
1961 Robert H. Bahmer serves as SAA President during 1961-1962
1966 Robert H. Bahmer became the 4th Archivist of the United States
1968 James B. Rhoads named the 5th Archivist of the United States
1974 The Presidential Recordings and Materials Preservation Act of 1974
gave the government custody over the Nixon tape recordings, documents, and records
1974 James B. Rhoads became the SAA President
1976 Robert M. Warner became the SAA President
1978 The Presidential Records Act of 1978 made all Presidential records
created after January 20, 1981, the property of the United States
1980 Robert M. Warner named the 6th Archivist of the United States
1984 The National Archives again attained independence as an agency in
October 1984 (effective April 1, 1985), when it became known as the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA)
1985 Frank Burke served as Acting Archivist of the United States from
April 16, 1985-December 4, 1987
1987 Don Wilson became the 7th Archivist of the United States
1993 Trudy Huskamp Peterson served as Acting Archivist of the United
States from March 25, 1993-May 29, 1995
1993 NARA’s state-of-the-art archival building in College Park, Maryland, was completed in 1993 and dedicated on May 12, 1994
1995 John W. Carlin became the 8th Archivist of the United States
2001 The Rotunda closed on July 5 for renovation of the original National
Archives building
2003 The renovated Rotunda of the original National Archives building
reopens September 18
2005 Allen Weinstein became the 9th Archivist of the United States on
February 16, 2005
Of all documents and materials created in the course of business conducted by the United States Federal government, only 1%-3% are so important for legal or historical reasons that they are kept by us forever.”
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—National Archives & Records Administration
Here’s a list of the most requested documents from NARA:
“Military Service Records at the National Archives in the National
Archives
Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives
Using Civilian Records for Genealogical Research in the National
Archives, Washington, DC, Area
The Trans-Mississippi West
Black History Guide
1930 Census Microfilm Catalog
Guide to federal Records in the National Archives of the United States
Select List of Publications
The National Archives in the Nation’s Capital —Information for Researchers
The Federal Register
Code of Federal Regulations
Prologue: Quarterly Journal of the National Archives
Citing Records in the National Archives
National Archives of the United States (General Information Leaflet
[GIL] 1)”
—National Archives & Records Administration
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LEE RESOLUTION (1776)
LEE RESOLUTION (1776)
Resolved, That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free
and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.
That it is expedient forthwith to take the most effectual measures for
forming foreign Alliances.
That a plan of confederation be prepared and transmitted to the respective Colonies for their consideration and approbation.
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE (1776)
THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE (1776)
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with
another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That
to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever
any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers
in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and
Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the
forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to
throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future
security.—Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and
such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his
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Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of
large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the
right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to
them and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance
with his measures.
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing
with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause
others to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of
Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for
that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither,
and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his
Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure
of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither
swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance.
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies
without the Consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any
Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these
States:
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

10

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:
For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring
Province, establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit
instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable
Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves
invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his
Protection and waging War against us.
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns,
and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny,
already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely
paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the
Head of a civilized nation.
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high
Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their
Hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in
the most humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only
by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.
Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We
have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them
of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured
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them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence.
They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in
Peace Friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free
and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to
the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the
State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude
Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts
and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor.
The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated:
Column 1
Georgia:
Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton
Column 2
North Carolina:
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn
South Carolina:
Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton
Column 3
Massachusetts:
John Hancock
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Maryland:
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
Virginia:
George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton
Column 4
Pennsylvania:
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross
Delaware:
Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean
Column 5
New York:
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris
New Jersey:
Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark
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Column 6
New Hampshire:
Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple
Massachusetts:
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry
Rhode Island:
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery
Connecticut:
Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
New Hampshire:
Matthew Thornton
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ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION (1777)
ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION (1777)
To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send greeting.
Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the states of
New Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay Rhode Island and Providence
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and
Georgia.
I.
The Stile of this Confederacy shall be
"The United States of America".
II.
Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every
power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.
III.
The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship
with each other, for their common defense, the security of their liberties,
and their mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each
other, against all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of
them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense
whatever.
IV.
The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse
among the people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from
justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free
citizens in the several States; and the people of each State shall free ingress and regress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all
the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, provided
that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of
property imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner
is an inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction
shall be laid by any State, on the property of the United States, or either
of them.

15

If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high
misdemeanor in any State, shall flee from justice, and be found in any of
the United States, he shall, upon demand of the Governor or executive
power of the State from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to
the State having jurisdiction of his offense.
Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts, and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of
every other State.
V.
For the most convenient management of the general interests of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the
legislatures of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first
Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each State
to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to
send others in their stead for the remainder of the year.
No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more
than seven members; and no person shall be capable of being a delegate
for more than three years in any term of six years; nor shall any person,
being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United
States, for which he, or another for his benefit, receives any salary, fees or
emolument of any kind.
Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States,
and while they act as members of the committee of the States.
In determining questions in the United States in Congress assembled,
each State shall have one vote.
Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or
questioned in any court or place out of Congress, and the members of
Congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests or imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendence on
Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace.
VI.
No State, without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or
enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty with any King,
Prince or State; nor shall any person holding any office of profit or trust
under the United States, or any of them, accept any present, emolument,
office or title of any kind whatever from any King, Prince or foreign
State; nor shall the United States in Congress assembled, or any of them,
grant any title of nobility.
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No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confederation or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the United States in
Congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for which the
same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue.
No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any
stipulations in treaties, entered into by the United States in Congress assembled, with any King, Prince or State, in pursuance of any treaties
already proposed by Congress, to the courts of France and Spain.
No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, except
such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the United States in
Congress assembled, for the defense of such State, or its trade; nor shall
any body of forces be kept up by any State in time of peace, except such
number only, as in the judgement of the United States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the
defense of such State; but every State shall always keep up a well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and
shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due
number of filed pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage.
No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the United
States in Congress assembled, unless such State be actually invaded by
enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution being
formed by some nation of Indians to invade such State, and the danger is
so imminent as not to admit of a delay till the United States in Congress
assembled can be consulted; nor shall any State grant commissions to
any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, except it be
after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress assembled,
and then only against the Kingdom or State and the subjects thereof,
against which war has been so declared, and under such regulations as
shall be established by the United States in Congress assembled, unless
such State be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue,
or until the United States in Congress assembled shall determine
otherwise.
VII.
When land forces are raised by any State for the common defense, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each State respectively, by whom such forces shall be raised, or
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in such manner as such State shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled
up by the State which first made the appointment.
VIII.
All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the
common defense or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in
Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which
shall be supplied by the several States in proportion to the value of all
land within each State, granted or surveyed for any person, as such land
and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the United States in Congress assembled, shall from
time to time direct and appoint.
The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the several States within the
time agreed upon by the United States in Congress assembled.
IX.
The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases
mentioned in the sixth article — of sending and receiving ambassadors
— entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective
States shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever — of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what captures on
land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or
naval forces in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated — of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of peace —
appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies commited on the
high seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally
appeals in all cases of captures, provided that no member of Congress
shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts.
The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort
on appeal in all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter
may arise between two or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction
or any other causes whatever; which authority shall always be exercised
in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority
or lawful agent of any State in controversy with another shall present a
petition to Congress stating the matter in question and praying for a
hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the
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legislative or executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a
day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents,
who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or
judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in
question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out
of each of the United States, and from the list of such persons each party
shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names
shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges,
to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part
of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination:
and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without
showing reasons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being present
shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf
of such party absent or refusing; and the judgement and sentence of the
court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and
conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court
shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgement, which
shall in like manner be final and decisive, the judgement or sentence and
other proceedings being in either case transmitted to Congress, and
lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgement,
shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme
or superior court of the State, where the cause shall be tried, ’well and
truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best
of his judgement, without favor, affection or hope of reward’: provided
also, that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.
All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under
different grants of two or more States, whose jurisdictions as they may
respect such lands, and the States which passed such grants are adjusted,
the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have
originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress of the United States, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner as is before presecribed
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for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between different
States.
The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and
exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin
struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective States — fixing
the standards of weights and measures throughout the United States —
regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the States, provided that the legislative right of any State
within its own limits be not infringed or violated — establishing or regulating post offices from one State to another, throughout all the United
States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the
same as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said office — appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service of the United States,
excepting regimental officers — appointing all the officers of the naval
forces, and commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the United States — making rules for the government and regulation of the said
land and naval forces, and directing their operations.
The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of Congress, to be denominated ’A
Committee of the States’, and to consist of one delegate from each State;
and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction — to appoint one of their members to preside, provided that no
person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than one year
in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to
be raised for the service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expenses — to borrow money, or
emit bills on the credit of the United States, transmitting every half-year
to the respective States an account of the sums of money so borrowed or
emitted — to build and equip a navy — to agree upon the number of
land forces, and to make requisitions from each State for its quota, in
proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such State; which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the legislature of each State
shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men and cloath, arm and
equip them in a solid-like manner, at the expense of the United States;
and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped shall march
to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United
States in Congress assembled. But if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances judge proper that any
State should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number of men than

20

the quota thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, cloathed,
armed and equipped in the same manner as the quota of each State, unless the legislature of such State shall judge that such extra number cannot be safely spread out in the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra number as they judeg
can be safely spared. And the officers and men so cloathed, armed, and
equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time
agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled.
The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a war,
nor grant letters of marque or reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any
treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor
ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of
the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on
the credit of the United States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon
the number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of
land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the
army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same: nor shall a question
on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of the majority of the United States in Congress
assembled.
The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any
time within the year, and to any place within the United States, so that
no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of six
months, and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgement require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the
delegates of each State on any question shall be entered on the journal,
when it is desired by any delegates of a State, or any of them, at his or
their request shall be furnished with a transcript of the said journal, except such parts as are above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of the
several States.
X.
The Committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be authorized to
execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the
United States in Congress assembled, by the consent of the nine States,
shall from time to time think expedient to vest them with; provided that
no power be delegated to the said Committee, for the exercise of which,
by the Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine States in the Congress
of the United States assembled be requisite.
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XI.
Canada acceding to this confederation, and adjoining in the measures of
the United States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union; but no other colony shall be admitted into the same,
unless such admission be agreed to by nine States.
XII.
All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted by, or
under the authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United
States, in pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deemed and
considered as a charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States, and the public faith are hereby
solemnly pleged.
XIII.
Every State shall abide by the determination of the United States in Congress assembled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this Confederation shall be inviolably
observed by every State, and the Union shall be perpetual; nor shall any
alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of every State.
And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts of the legislatures we respectively represent in Congress,
to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union. Know Ye that we the undersigned delegates,
by virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do by
these presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective constituents,
fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the said Articles
of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singular the matters
and things therein contained: And we do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by the
determinations of the United States in Congress assembled, on all questions, which by the said Confederation are submitted to them. And that
the Articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent, and that the Union shall be perpetual.
In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done
at Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the
Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-Eight, and
in the Third Year of the independence of America.
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Agreed to by Congress 15 November 1777 In force after ratification by
Maryland, 1 March 1781
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TREATY OF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE (1778)
TREATY OF ALLIANCE WITH FRANCE (1778)
Treaty of Alliance
The most Christian King and the United States of North America, to
wit, New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhodes island, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia, having this Day concluded
a Treaty of amity and Commerce, for the reciprocal advantage of their
Subjects and Citizens have thought it necessary to take into consideration the means of strengthening those engagements and of rondring
them useful to the safety and tranquility of the two parties, particularly
in case Great Britain in Resentment of that connection and of the good
correspondence which is the object of the said Treaty, should break the
Peace with france, either by direct hostilities, or by hindring her commerce and navigation, in a manner contrary to the Rights of Nations, and
the Peace subsisting between the two Crowns; and his Majesty and the
said united States having resolved in that Case to join their Councils and
efforts against the Enterprises of their common Enemy, the respective
Plenipotentiaries, impower’d to concert the Clauses & conditions proper
to fulfil the said Intentions, have, after the most mature Deliberation,
concluded and determined on the following Articles.
ART. 1.
If War should break out betwan france and Great Britain, during the continuance of the present War betwan the United States and England, his
Majesty and the said united States, shall make it a common cause, and
aid each other mutually with their good Offices, their Counsels, and their
forces, according to the exigence of Conjunctures as becomes good &
faithful Allies.
ART. 2.
The essential and direct End of the present defensive alliance is to maintain effectually the liberty, Sovereignty, and independance absolute and
unlimited of the said united States, as well in Matters of Gouvernement
as of commerce.
ART. 3.
The two contracting Parties shall each on its own Part, and in the manner
it may judge most proper, make all the efforts in its Power, against their
common Ennemy, in order to attain the end proposed.
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ART. 4.
The contracting Parties agree that in case either of them should form any
particular Enterprise in which the concurrence of the other may be desired, the Party whose concurrence is desired shall readily, and with
good faith, join to act in concert for that Purpose, as far as circumstances
and its own particular Situation will permit; and in that case, they shall
regulate by a particular Convention the quantity and kind of Succour to
be furnished, and the Time and manner of its being brought into action,
as well as the advantages which are to be its Compensation.
ART. 5.
If the united States should think fit to attempt the Reduction of the British Power remaining in the Northern Parts of America, or the Islands of
Bermudas, those Countries or Islands in case of Success, shall be confederated with or dependent upon the said united States.
ART. 6.
The Most Christian King renounces for ever the possession of the Islands
of Bermudas as well as of any part of the continent of North america
which before the treaty of Paris in 1763. or in virtue of that Treaty, were
acknowledged to belong to the Crown of Great Britain, or to the united
States heretofore called British Colonies, or which are at this Time or
have lately been under the Power of The King and Crown of Great
Britain.
ART. 7.
If his Most Christian Majesty shall think proper to attack any of the Islands situated in the Gulph of Mexico, or near that Gulph, which are at
present under the Power of Great Britain, all the said Isles, in case of success, shall appertain to the Crown of france.
ART. 8.
Neither of the two Parties shall conclude either Truce or Peace with
Great Britain, without the formal consent of the other first obtain’d; and
they mutually engage not to lay down their arms, until the Independence of the united states shall have been formally or tacitly assured by
the Treaty or Treaties that shall terminate the War.
ART. 9.
The contracting Parties declare, that being resolved to fulfil each on its
own Part the clauses and conditions of the present Treaty of alliance, according to its own power and circumstances, there shall be no after claim
of compensation on one side or the other whatever may be the event of
the War.
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ART. 10.
The Most Christian King and the United states, agree to invite or admit
other Powers who may have received injuries from England to make
common cause with them, and to accede to the present alliance, under
such conditions as shall be freely agreed to and settled between all the
Parties.
ART. 11.
The two Parties guarantee mutually from the present time and forever,
against all other powers, to wit, the united states to his most Christian
Majesty the present Possessions of the Crown of france in America as
well as those which it may acquire by the future Treaty of peace: and his
most Christian Majesty guarantees on his part to the united states, their
liberty, Sovereignty, and Independence absolute, and unlimited, as well
in Matters of Government as commerce and also their Possessions, and
the additions or conquests that their Confederation may obtain during
the war, from any of the Dominions now or heretofore possessed by
Great Britain in North America, conformable to the 5th & 6th articles
above written, the whole as their Possessions shall be fixed and assured
to the said States at the moment of the cessation of their present War
with England.
ART. 12.
In order to fix more precisely the sense and application of the preceding
article, the Contracting Parties declare, that in case of rupture between
france and England, the reciprocal Guarantee declared in the said article
shall have its full force and effect the moment such War shall break out
and if such rupture shall not take place, the mutual obligations of the
said guarantee shall not commence, until the moment of the cessation of
the present War between the united states and England shall have ascertained the Possessions.
ART. 13.
The present Treaty shall be ratified on both sides and the Ratifications
shall be exchanged in the space of six months, sooner if possible.
In faith where of the respective Plenipotentiaries, to wit on the part of
the most Christian King Conrad Alexander Gerard royal syndic of the
City of Strasbourgh & Secretary of his majestys Council of State and on
the part of the United States Benjamin Franklin Deputy to the General
Congress from the State of Pensylvania and President of the Convention
of the same state, Silas Deane heretofore Deputy from the State of Connecticut & Arthur Lee Councellor at Law have signed the above Articles
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both in the French and English Languages declaring Nevertheless that
the present Treaty was originally composed and concluded in the French
Language, and they have hereunto affixed their Seals
Done at Paris, this sixth Day of February, one thousand seven hundred
and seventy eight.
C. A. GERARD
B FRANKLIN
SILAS DEANE
ARTHUR LEE
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TREATY OF PARIS (1783)
TREATY OF PARIS (1783)
The Definitive Treaty of Peace 1783
In the name of the most holy and undivided Trinity.
It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the hearts of the
most serene and most potent Prince George the Third, by the grace of
God, king of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, defender of the faith,
duke of Brunswick and Lunebourg, arch- treasurer and prince elector of
the Holy Roman Empire etc., and of the United States of America, to forget all past misunderstandings and differences that have unhappily interrupted the good correspondence and friendship which they mutually
wish to restore, and to establish such a beneficial and satisfactory intercourse , between the two countries upon the ground of reciprocal advantages and mutual convenience as may promote and secure to both
perpetual peace and harmony; and having for this desirable end already
laid the foundation of peace and reconciliation by the Provisional
Articles signed at Paris on the 30th of November 1782, by the commissioners empowered on each part, which articles were agreed to be inserted in and constitute the Treaty of Peace proposed to be concluded
between the Crown of Great Britain and the said United States, but
which treaty was not to be concluded until terms of peace should be
agreed upon between Great Britain and France and his Britannic Majesty
should be ready to conclude such treaty accordingly; and the treaty
between Great Britain and France having since been concluded, his Britannic Majesty and the United States of America, in order to carry into
full effect the Provisional Articles above mentioned, according to the tenor thereof, have constituted and appointed, that is to say his Britannic
Majesty on his part, David Hartley, Esqr., member of the Parliament of
Great Britain, and the said United States on their part, John Adams,
Esqr., late a commissioner of the United States of America at the court of
Versailles, late delegate in Congress from the state of Massachusetts, and
chief justice of the said state, and minister plenipotentiary of the said United States to their high mightinesses the States General of the United
Netherlands; Benjamin Franklin, Esqr., late delegate in Congress from
the state of Pennsylvania, president of the convention of the said state,
and minister plenipotentiary from the United States of America at the
court of Versailles; John Jay, Esqr., late president of Congress and chief
justice of the state of New York, and minister plenipotentiary from the
said United States at the court of Madrid; to be plenipotentiaries for the
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concluding and signing the present definitive treaty; who after having
reciprocally communicated their respective full powers have agreed
upon and confirmed the following articles.
Article 1:
His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., New
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, to be
free sovereign and independent states, that he treats with them as such,
and for himself, his heirs, and successors, relinquishes all claims to the
government, propriety, and territorial rights of the same and every part
thereof.
Article 2:
And that all disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the
boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is hereby
agreed and declared, that the following are and shall be their boundaries, viz.; from the northwest angle of Nova Scotia, viz., that nagle which
is formed by a line drawn due north from the source of St. Croix River to
the highlands; along the said highlands which divide those rivers that
empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into
the Atlantic Ocean, to the northwesternmost head of Connecticut River;
thence down along the middle of that river to the forty-fifth degree of
north latitude; from thence by a line due west on said latitude until it
strikes the river Iroquois or Cataraquy; thence along the middle of said
river into Lake Ontario; through the middle of said lake until it strikes
the communication by water between that lake and Lake Erie; thence
along the middle of said communication into Lake Erie, through the
middle of said lake until it arrives at the water communication between
that lake and Lake Huron; thence along the middle of said water communication into Lake Huron, thence through the middle of said lake to
the water communication between that lake and Lake Superior; thence
through Lake Superior northward of the Isles Royal and Phelipeaux to
the Long Lake; thence through the middle of said Long Lake and the water communication between it and the Lake of the Woods, to the said
Lake of the Woods; thence through the said lake to the most northwesternmost point thereof, and from thence on a due west course to the river
Mississippi; thence by a line to be drawn along the middle of the said
river Mississippi until it shall intersect the northernmost part of the
thirty-first degree of north latitude, South, by a line to be drawn due east
from the determination of the line last mentioned in the latitude of
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thirty-one degrees of the equator, to the middle of the river Apalachicola
or Catahouche; thence along the middle thereof to its junction with the
Flint River, thence straight to the head of Saint Mary’s River; and thence
down along the middle of Saint Mary’s River to the Atlantic Ocean; east,
by a line to be drawn along the middle of the river Saint Croix, from its
mouth in the Bay of Fundy to its source, and from its source directly
north to the aforesaid highlands which divide the rivers that fall into the
Atlantic Ocean from those which fall into the river Saint Lawrence; comprehending all islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of
the United States, and lying between lines to be drawn due east from the
points where the aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one
part and East Florida on the other shall, respectively, touch the Bay of
Fundy and the Atlantic Ocean, excepting such islands as now are or
heretofore have been within the limits of the said province of Nova
Scotia.
Article 3:
It is agreed that the people of the United States shall continue to enjoy
unmolested the right to take fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and
on all the other banks of Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint
Lawrence and at all other places in the sea, where the inhabitants of both
countries used at any time heretofore to fish. And also that the inhabitants of the United States shall have liberty to take fish of every kind on
such part of the coast of Newfoundland as British fishermen shall use,
(but not to dry or cure the same on that island) and also on the coasts,
bays and creeks of all other of his Brittanic Majesty’s dominions in
America; and that the American fishermen shall have liberty to dry and
cure fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbors, and creeks of Nova Scotia,
Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the same shall remain unsettled, but so soon as the same or either of them shall be settled, it shall
not be lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settlement
without a previous agreement for that purpose with the inhabitants, proprietors, or possessors of the ground.
Article 4:
It is agreed that creditors on either side shall meet with no lawful impediment to the recovery of the full value in sterling money of all bona fide
debts heretofore contracted.
Article 5:
It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the legislatures
of the respective states to provide for the restitution of all estates, rights,
and properties, which have been confiscated belonging to real British
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subjects; and also of the estates, rights, and properties of persons resident
in districts in the possession on his Majesty’s arms and who have not
borne arms against the said United States. And that persons of any other
decription shall have free liberty to go to any part or parts of any of the
thirteen United States and therein to remain twelve months unmolested
in their endeavors to obtain the restitution of such of their estates, rights,
and properties as may have been confiscated; and that Congress shall
also earnestly recommend to the several states a reconsideration and revision of all acts or laws regarding the premises, so as to render the said
laws or acts perfectly consistent not only with justice and equity but with
that spirit of conciliation which on the return of the blessings of peace
should universally prevail. And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several states that the estates, rights, and properties, of
such last mentioned persons shall be restored to them, they refunding to
any persons who may be now in possession the bona fide price (where
any has been given) which such persons may have paid on purchasing
any of the said lands, rights, or properties since the confiscation.
And it is agreed that all persons who have any interest in confiscated
lands, either by debts, marriage settlements, or otherwise, shall meet
with no lawful impediment in the prosecution of their just rights.
Article 6:
That there shall be no future confiscations made nor any prosecutions
commenced against any person or persons for, or by reason of, the part
which he or they may have taken in the present war, and that no person
shall on that account suffer any future loss or damage, either in his person, liberty, or property; and that those who may be in confinement on
such charges at the time of the ratification of the treaty in America shall
be immediately set at liberty, and the prosecutions so commenced be
discontinued.
Article 7:
There shall be a firm and perpetual peace between his Brittanic Majesty
and the said states, and between the subjects of the one and the citizens
of the other, wherefore all hostilities both by sea and land shall from
henceforth cease. All prisoners on both sides shall be set at liberty, and
his Brittanic Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and without causing any destruction, or carrying away any Negroes or other property of
the American inhabitants, withdraw all his armies, garrisons, and fleets
from the said United States, and from every post, place, and harbor within the same; leaving in all fortifications, the American artilery that may
be therein; and shall also order and cause all archives, records, deeds,
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and papers belonging to any of the said states, or their citizens, which in
the course of the war may have fallen into the hands of his officers, to be
forthwith restored and delivered to the proper states and persons to
whom they belong.
Article 8:
The navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the ocean, shall
forever remain free and open to the subjects of Great Britain and the citizens of the United States.
Article 9:
In case it should so happen that any place or territory belonging to Great
Britain or to the United States should have been conquered by the arms
of either from the other before the arrival of the said Provisional Articles
in America, it is agreed that the same shall be restored without difficulty
and without requiring any compensation.
Article 10:
The solemn ratifications of the present treaty expedited in good and due
form shall be exchanged between the contracting parties in the space of
six months or sooner, if possible, to be computed from the day of the signatures of the present treaty. In witness whereof we the undersigned,
their ministers plenipotentiary, have in their name and in virtue of our
full powers, signed with our hands the present definitive treaty and
caused the seals of our arms to be affixed thereto.
Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our Lord, one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.
D. HARTLEY (SEAL)
JOHN ADAMS (SEAL)
B. FRANKLIN (SEAL)
JOHN JAY (SEAL)
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